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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR)  

Policy Area on Maritime Safety & Security (PA Safe) 

 

 

Final Minutes 

 

20th International Steering Committee meeting of PA Safe 

m/s Silja Symphony, 7-8 May 2019 

 

The 20th Steering Committee meeting was held at m/s Silja Symphony on 7-8 May 2019. Present at 

the meeting were representatives from relevant EU Member States of the Baltic Sea region, Helsinki 

Commission (HELCOM), INTERREG Baltic Sea Region, PA Ship, PA Transport as well as ongoing 

Flagships and potential new Flagships. 

Meeting documents and presentations are available here:  

 

Day 1 – Tuesday 7 May 2019 

1) Welcome remarks 

Dr. Jouni Lappalainen, Policy Area Coordinator (PAC) for PA Safe, welcomed the Steering 

Committee members and thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Thereafter, he gave the floor 

to Mr. Tommi Arola, Head of Unit (Experiments and automation) at the Finnish Transport and 

Communication Agency (TRAFICOM). 

Mr. Arola gave a brief introduction to TRAFICOM in general, and recent developments in the 

transport sector in terms of automation and digitalization. He noted that the Baltic Sea Region can be 

in the frontline in autonomous shipping due to several successful tests that have been  
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carried out in this field in the countries of this area.  

At the end of his presentation, Mr. Arola reminded everyone about the upcoming TRA 2020 

Conference, which will be held Helsinki 27-30 April 2020. The deadline for submitting papers was 

31 May 2019. 

 

2) Approval of the agenda and confirmation of approved final minutes 

Dr. Jouni Lappalainen, Chair of the 20th International Steering Committee meeting, introduced the 

meeting agenda and minutes of the previous meeting, which was held in Copenhagen 6 - 7 November 

2018. Both documents were approved as such. 

 

 

3) The status of the implementation of the EUSBSR in Finland 

Ms. Helena Tuuri, Finnish EUSBSR National Coordinator (NC) and Finland's Baltic Sea 

Ambassador, informed the participants about the current status of the EUSBSR implementation in 

Finland and recent activities within the EUSBSR NC Group. 

Ms. Tuuri noted that Finland will take over the presidency of EU on 1 July 2019, and thus, the NC of 

Finland will also be the chair of EU National Coordinators. Due to recent Finnish parliament elections 

as well as upcoming EU elections, several questions related to EUSBSR implementation on a national 

level are open. Therefore, the work on this matter is still in progress in Finland.     

Recently, within the EUSBSR NC Group there have been ongoing discussions about the need to 

update or revise the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. However, due to e.g. upcoming EU 

elections, no decisions on the matter in hand are made yet, and thus the subject is still open for 

discussions. Consequently, she invited the participants to make suggestions about the topics that could 

be considered in this work. If any suggestions are made, they should be delivered to the National 

Coordinators no later than at the end of this year.  
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4) Activities of the Policy Area Coordinators 

Ms. Josefine Pallesen, Assistant Policy Area Coordinator for PA Safe from the Danish Maritime 

Authority, presented the recent activities of PA Safe and introduced a recently published video about 

EU funded projects and business stakeholders involvement. The PACs encouraged everyone to share 

the video in their communication activities. The video can be downloaded here. 

Moreover, Ms. Pallesen informed the participants about the upcoming PA Safe Newsletter and invited 

everyone to forward her any news, which they might find relevant to share there.  

 

5) News from the INTERREG Baltic Sea Region Programme 

Dr. Eeva Rantama, Team Leader from the INTERREG Baltic Sea Region Managing Authority/Joint 

Secretariat, gave a presentation about the recent developments and initial plans of the INTERREG 

Baltic Sea Region Programme. In her presentation, she discussed, for instance, the lessons learned 

related to funding of Flagships, as well as the Project Platform concept and options for applying Seed 

Money when establishing new projects. 

Dr. Rantama noted e.g. that Flagships have an advantage when projects are selected for funding. She 

also highlighted the importance of deployment of projects´ results to the practical activities as well 

as the principle of continuity with Flagships, i.e. that new Flagships are established based on the 

outcomes of previous Flagships. In addition, Dr. Rantama noted that cooperation between different 

Flagships is important in order to effectively influence policy making.  

Finally, Dr. Rantama noted that after the upcoming elections, the new EU parliament will make 

decisions related to INTERREG programme, as it needs to be in line with the updated EU strategy. 

However, the preparations for this programme have already started. Later this year, INTERREG 

Baltic Sea Region will also conduct a questionnaire on the matter in hand.  

 

 

 



 

4 

 

6) Introduction to the One Sea Autonomous Maritime Ecosystem and the STRIA 2.0 

Roadmap  for Connected and Automated Waterborne Transport 

Ms. Päivi Haikkola, Ecosystem Lead of the One Sea Ecosystem, gave a presentation on One Sea 

Autonomous Maritime Ecosystem, and the Strategic Transport Research and Innovation Agenda 

(STRIA) Roadmap for Connected and Automated Waterborne Transport. One Sea Ecosystem started 

in 2016. The aim of this collaboration platform is to lead a way towards an operating autonomous 

maritime ecosystem by 2025. The first products have already been tested successfully, including the 

world´s first fully autonomous ferry that was produced in cooperation with Rolls-Royce and 

Finnferries.  

The One Sea Ecosystem gathers experts from different fields, including e.g. professionals working 

with maritime industry, information technology, and other private companies, which are interested in 

autonomous shipping. One Sea Ecosystem is financed by Business Finland and several private 

companies, representing a wide range of different countries.  

The second presentation of Ms. Haikkola focused on the Roadmap for Connected and Automated 

Waterborne Transport, within the framework of STRIA 2.0. The overall goal of this road map is to 

make maritime transportation smarter, greener and more sustainable for reducing the greenhouse gas 

emissions, and subsequently preventing climate change. 

For more information, Ms. Haikkola can be contacted directly via e-mail: paivi.haikkola@dimecc.fi  

 

7) News from HELCOM 

Mr. Florent Nicolas, Project Coordinator and Data Expert from the Baltic Marine Environment 

Protection Commission, gave a presentation about the HELCOM organization and its background. 

Thereafter, the presentation of Mr. Nicolas concerned recent activities in HELCOM, focusing on 

topics related to EUSBSR and PA Safe. 

In his presentation, Mr. Nicolas highlighted that the work on updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

(BSAP) has already started and should be finalized in the middle of 2021. Thereafter, the revised  
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BSAP will be discussed in the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting for adaptation and implementation 

purposes. As he noted, it has already become clear that the aims set for the environmental conditions 

of the Baltic Sea in current BSAP will not be achieved. While some improvements can be observed, 

the state of the Baltic Sea is still not good, primarily due to eutrophication.  

Finally, Mr. Nicolas highlighted the importance of cooperation between HELCOM, EUSBSR & PA 

Safe. This cooperation should be aligned in a way that it benefits both and reduces overlapping 

activities.  

 

8) Update on EU Funds and Seed Money 

See Agenda item 5 for more details. 

 

9) News from the Kotka Maritime Research Centre 

Dr. Maria Hänninen, Research Director from the Kotka Maritime Research Centre (Merikotka), 

gave a presentation about the organization and its background. Thereafter, her presentation concerned 

recent activities in Merikotka, focusing on topics related to EUSBSR PA Safe Flagship Projects. 

 

Merikotka connects researchers from different disciplines, which is the primary strength of this 

centre. In other words, Merikotka provides a platform where different kinds of knowledge and skills 

can be combined, and it facilitates stronger influence on society through a wide range of stakeholders. 

Since the establishment of the EUSBSR in 2009, Merikotka has been involved in several EUSBSR 

PA Safe Flagship Projects, including e.g. MIMIC, STORMWINDS and MARSUNO.  

 

At the moment Merikotka is not involved with any PA Safe Flagships. However, the centre is working 

with one Flagship from the Policy Area Ship as well as projects known as BALTIMARI and 

SIMREC. 
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10) Revision of the PA Safe chapter of the EUSBSR Action Plan 

 

Dr. Lappalainen introduced the second draft of the PA Safe chapter in the EUSBSR Action Plan, and 

the work which has been carried out so far in the revision process. Following Mr. Lappalainen’s 

general presentation, all comments which had been made concerning the chapter were discussed.  

 

As a result of discussions, it was concluded that the PACs will prepare the third draft of the revised 

PA Safe chapter of the EUSBSR Action Plan, and initiate a silent procedure.  

 

11) Tour de Table of the Country Steering Committee Members 

  

During the discussion under agenda item 11, most Steering Committee members contributed with 

input. Therefore, this agenda item was considered redundant. 

 

 

12) Conclusion of the Day 1 

 

Dr. Lappalainen wrapped-up the first day and expressed his gratitude to the meeting participants. 

 

Day 2 - Wednesday 7 May 2019 

 

13) Flagships and the Project Platform  

 

In the beginning of the second meeting day, Flagships and Project Platform ResQU2 were presented 

by project leaders. The presentations included e.g. a brief overview of the progress in these Flagships 

and ResQU2 since the last Steering Committee meeting. The presentations and their representatives 

were as follows:  

 

1. Speed up re-surveying of major shipping routes and ports 

• Mr. Seppo Mäkinen (TRAFICOM)  

2. Final Surveys for the Baltic Motorways of the Sea (FAMOS) 
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• Ms. Caroline Johansson (Swedish Maritime Administration) 

3. Sea Traffic Management Validation Project (STM Validation) 

• Mr. Ulf Siwe (Swedish Maritime Administration) 

4. WINMOS II 

• Ms. Emmi Huvitus (Finnish Transport Infrastructure Agency) 

5. Diving with State Maritime Resources Together in the Baltic (DiveSmart Baltic) 

• No presentation  

6. ChemSAR  

• Mr. Teemu Niemelä (Finnish Border Guard) 

7. R-Mode Baltic 

• Mr. Stefan Gewies (German Aeropspace Center - Institute of Communications and 

Navigation) 

8. Project Platform ResQU2 

• Mr. Teemu Niemelä (Finnish Border Guard) 

 

14) Introduction to HA CAP and the support it could provide to a potential joint PA 

Transport/PA Safe (PA Ship) flagship 

Mr. Anders Bergström, Coordinator of the Horizontal Action Capacity, provided a brief 

introduction to Horizontal Area Capacity (HA CAP). Thereafter, he informed the meeting participants 

about the support which they could provide for joint Flagships of different policy areas. In his 

presentation, Mr. Bergström noted e.g. that in the Baltic Sea region there is a lot of capacity that could 

be used more efficiently in Flagships, including the expertise of relevant stakeholders.  

Mr. Bergström noted, that currently the majority of Flagships have been funded through the 

INTERREG programme, but in the future, more funding sources are needed. In addition, he 

introduced the concept Flagship Process, and recommended that such processes should be established 

for each Policy Area. When comparing the Flagship Process to a single Flagship project, the policy 

impact can be much higher, he said.     
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15) Potential new Flagships  

In this section, two potential new Flagships were introduced to the Steering Committee and other 

meeting participants by Mr. Ulf Siwe and Mr. Magnus Sundström, both from the Swedish Maritime 

Administration. In addition, Mr. Thomas Erlandson from the Swedish Ministry of Infrastructure 

and National Coordinator of PA Transport, introduced a proposal for a joint Flagship Process between 

PA Transport, PA Safe and PA Ship. 

In his presentation, Mr. Siwe provided an overview of the project STM Balt Safe, which focuses on 

improving the safety of oil transportations in the Baltic Sea. This project will be conducted in 

cooperation with Russian Federation, and the initial plan is to fund the project through the 

INTERREG Baltic Sea Region programme. Therefore, Mr. Siwe asked the national members to 

support the Flagship status application of the project partners. 

Mr. Sundström introduced a project called STM Famos, which is addressed to combine the results of 

three previous Flagships, i.e. FAMOS, STM Validation and WINMOS II, and to take the next steps 

in this field based on the outcomes of these previous projects. Therefore, Mr. Sundström also 

requested the national members to support the Flagship status application of the project partners. 

Mr. Erlandson provided a brief overview of The Policy Area on Transport (PA Transport), which 

aims to improve internal and external transport links, as they are prerequisites for a competitive 

region. These improvements can be achieved by facilitating a sustainable and efficient transport 

system in the Baltic Sea Region. In order to achieve the objectives of this policy area, more resources 

are needed, as he noted. Therefore, Mr. Erlandson highlighted the importance of cooperation between 

different policy areas, private sector and neighbouring countries. Moreover, he suggested a joint 

Flagship Process together with policy areas Safe and Ship. For this purpose, the assistance provided 

by HA CAP could be used.  

 

16) Status of Other Policy Areas of Relevance to PA Safe  

 

Ms. Josefine Pallesen gave a short update on recent activities within the Policy Area on Clean 

Shipping (PA Ship). She noted that currently PA Ship is working on revising their chapter in the 

Strategy, and plans to close this process in June 2019.  
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Ms. Pallesen also gave an update on the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) and its Expert Group 

on Sustainable Maritime Economy (EGSME). Moreover, she informed the Steering Committee, that 

PA Ship will organize an event in relation to this expert group next year in Copenhagen. The tentative 

theme of this event will be collaboration between ships and ports, and how these can work together 

to reduce the environmental impacts caused by shipping.   

The status of PA Transport was discussed in Section 10. 

 

 

17) Any Other Business  

Dr. Lappalainen informed the meeting participants about the 21st International Steering Committee 

meeting of PA Safe. Currently, the tentative plan is to carry out the autumn meeting in Germany. 

However, nothing has been concluded yet. A doodle concerning possible dates will be sent out to the 

Steering Committee once the venue is fixed.  

 

Finally, Dr. Lappalainen wrapped-up the meeting and thanked everyone for their active participation. 


